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Sir Francis Walsingham, who died in his fifty-fourth
year, so poor that it was needful to bury him at
night time in St. Paul's Cathedral, where he lay in
the same tomb as his honoured son-in-law.* The
amiable and talented Countess of Pembroke lived
on in widowhood till 1621, and was the patron of
Shakespeare and many other famous men of letters
unknown to fame in her brother Philip's day. Of
her youngest brother Thomas we lose trace. The
other brother, Robert, inheriting both the Sidney
property and the wealth left by his uncle the Earl of
Leicester, was created Baron Sidney of Penshurst in
1603, Viscount de Lisle in 1604, and Earl of Leices-
ter in 1618, and lived until 1626. To him in 1615
reverted the property of his niece Elizabeth, Sir
Philip's only child, who at the age of fifteen was
married to Roger Manners, fifth Earl of Rutland,
and who died without issue when she was thirty.
Her mother survived her. In 1590 Sir Philip's
widow became the wife of the young Earl of Essex,
and, after his execution, accepted as a third husband
Richard de Burgh, Earl of Clanricarde,

Spenser and the other poets, following Sidney's
lead, and speaking in fictitious terms of Lady Rich
as Stella, sometimes applied the title to Dame Fran-
ces Sidney also. It is worthy of note that the true

* This was hidden from view in 1591, when, as Stow tells us in his
" Survey of London," the body of Sir Christopher Hatton was buried
close by, " under a sumptuous monument where a merry poet wrote

thus:

" * Philip and Francis have no tomb,

For great Christopher takes all the room.' "